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Attn: 
4-H 

Leaders 

 
 
    

The Next 4-H Leaders Association Meeting 
 

September 7, 2011 at 7:30 p.m. at the 4-H Office 
 
 
 

If you prefer a hard copy mailed to your address, please call the office and confirm your updated contact 
information so we can send you a paper copy.  We will only send paper copies to those families that contact 
us. We hope that 4-H families take advantage of the Grapevine online and help us save the environment.   

 
 
 

 
The pre judging for Arts & Crafts/Photography/Sewing/ Woodworking/ Fine Arts/Cooking/ 
Photography and Needlework for Fair is July 11 and 12.  You must have let the office know you 
have items for judging by June 30! 

 
 
 

Going to Rutgers???? 
Going to miss 4-H????  

No Need!  You can join the Collegiate 4-H Club! 
They do much to support 4-H in NJ  

Contact Macy Compton Phone: 732-932-5000 x598 
Fax:     732-932-7541 mcompton@rce.rutgersedu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Family Grapevine 
Bi-Monthly Newsletter 

Rutgers Cooperative Extension 
165 County Route 519 South 

Belvidere, NJ 07823 
(908) 475-6502 

 

 
 
 

Alayne J. Torretta, County 4-H Agent 
Ruth Riedel, 4-H Program Assistant 

Alex Zolla, 4-H Clerk/Typist 

Our Mission  
 

The Rutgers Cooperative Research and 
Extension 4-H Youth Development 

program uses a learn by doing approach 
to enable youth to develop the knowledge, 
attitudes, and skills they need to become 

competent, caring, and contributing 
citizens of the world. 

 
This mission is accomplished by using 

the knowledge and resources of the land 
grant university system, along with the 

involvement of caring adults 
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Cooperative Agencies:  Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and County Boards of Chosen Freeholders.  The U.S. Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all programs and activities.  Rutgers Cooperative Research and Extension educational programs are offered to all without regard to 
race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or family status.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs) Rutgers 
Cooperative Research and Extension is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 
 

 
August 27-28, 2011 

 
We are looking for 4-H clubs to run their own booths or activities at the Renaissance faire for kids!  

We have loads of ideas for your club to raise funds AND have a blast!  Have someone from your club 
contact the 4-H office ASAP so you don’t miss out! 

www.warren4-h.org/renaissance.html  
 
 
 
 

Jousting – for REAL?  
 
We will try it again this year! 
  
4-H/FFA Jousting Open Jousting show at 
the Warren County Farmers Fair 

Wednesday August 3, 2011 at 6:00 pm 

 

 

 

The object is to gallop (or walk as the case may be) your horse down a track 
and try to spear small rings with the use of a lance (we have donated, 
decorated ski poles). Tournaments have few rules other than scoring.  Riders 
can ride any type of horse.   

This event is open to adults and youth! 

Test your SKILL…. SHOW YOUR COLORS! 
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1st  annual 

Horse Events Recognition Celebration 
July 13, 2011 at 6 p.m. 

 
A fun evening to recognize the efforts of our Horse Project members who competed at the state level this 
past spring at Horse Judging/Hippology and Horse Bowl as well as their efforts at the Warren County 
Horse Qualifier in June.  Check out the results in this issue of the Grapevine! 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

2 Donkeys in Need of ‘Leasing’ 
 
2 donkeys to be sent to the slaughter pen at auction were rescued by local resident, Sue Schardt of 
Easton.  One is 4 years old the other is a yearling.  The older one is gelded (Picasso), the younger 
(Jackson) is too young yet, but is well mannered.   
  
Sue lives in a townhouse and can't keep them at home.  Currently they have 
been rehabilitating them at a friend’s farm near Easton.  Both of them are fully 
vetted and healthy now - they are halter broken and learning to walk like 
gentlemen (some days they do better than others) - but are safe for handling.  
The kids on the farm groom them regularly. 
  
She is looking for a place to either board them - or for a 4-H family to "lease 
them" meaning they would allow them to live there and she would help them 
with learning to handle them, care as needed...etc. 
  
Please contact Sue at 610.360 5488 if you or someone you know might be able 
to house two donks - or who might want to learn about caring for them.  
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Teen Russian/American International Leadership (T.R.A.I. L.) 
 
Five members of Warren County 4-H traveled to Ruza, Russia, a small town outside of Moscow, June 
11-June 23 to help teach Russian youth English.  Nick Pope, Spencer Ross, Dan Torretta, John 
Farmer and Jeff Wilson led adventure activities for 20 Russian youth at a linguistics camp for two 
weeks then traveled north to the Republic of Karelia where they met members of a fledgling 4-H club in 
the region.  Look for the updated display in the 4-H building and talk with a 2011 member of the 
T.R.A.I.L. team at the fair!  
 

Consider opening your home to a Russian teen for two weeks in April of 2012! Look for more details in 
future issues of the Grapevine! 

 

L to R: Kate Dulepina, John Farmer, 
Spencer Ross, Dan Torretta, Jeff Wilson 
and Nick Pope stand in front of one of the 
many fountains at Peterhof Palace 
outside of St. Petersburg. 



A splendid time is guaranteed for all – Lennon and McCartney 

2011 Farmers’ Fair 4-H Theme: 
 

Respect! 
 

 
 
“Never take a person's dignity: it is worth 
everything to them, and nothing to you.” – Frank 
Barron 
 
“[people] are respectable as long as they respect.” 
- Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Jul. 31 – Aug. 6, 2011 

4-H Show Book is on the Warren County 4-H 
website!  Download your copy today!  It has all 
the rules you need to know to have fun in the 
many shows! Check it out to be sure you know 
the rules/times/places of the shows you have 
entered! 
        ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Buy an ad in the  
4-H Horse Ad Book! 

The fundraiser pays for entry fees for equine 
events, giving more youth more opportunities 
to learn and grow.  Ad book forms are on the 
web at www.warren4-h.org  Last year the ad 
book brought in nearly $1,800!  We are looking 
to TOP that.  So.. cheer on your Horse friends! 
You don’t have to be in the horse project area 
to place an ad! 
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In and out of the show 
ring, character counts! 

Arts & Crafts/Photography/Sewing/ 
Woodworking/ Fine Arts/Cooking/ 

Photography and Needlework 
 

These items are prejudged before fair and displayed in 
the 4-H building the week of fair.  All Warren County 
4-H youth are welcome to enter items in these shows.  
The pre judging dates are July 11 for FOODS and 
12th for everything else.  Drop off Food on July 11 by 
4:30 pm. All other items need to be dropped off by 
4:30 July 12.  For your convenience we will take your 
craft items on July 11 as well.  The items can be 
picked up on July 13 

You will be expected to bring your judged items the 
Saturday before the fair opens so we can place in the 
4-H building for the week of fair.  It is there that the 
ribbons will be placed on the items based on the earlier 
judging. 

4-H Celebration at the Fair! 
 
Hey everyone, COME ON to the 4-H 
Celebration on Friday at the show barn at 
6:00 pm for free food and fun! Open to all 
4-H members and their families. 

http://www.warren4-h.org/�


 

 

New Jersey 4-H 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2011 State 4-H Rabbit, Cavy, 

Small Animal, Herpetology and 
Poultry Show 

 
Saturday, September 10, 2011  

at the  
Horse Park of NJ 
Save the date! 

Registration materials and show information 
will be sent in mid June.  

 
 
 

A Free Open House Live 
Demonstration of EAP/EAL 

(Equine assisted psychotherapy / 
learning & life-skills) 

 
Saturday, July 16th 

1:30pm-3:30pm (rain or shine) 
 

High Pointe Equine Center 
95 Whitehall Road, Pittstown, NJ 08867 

(Exit 15 off of I‐78) 
 
This demonstration is designed to introduce 
equine assisted services to the Hunterdon 
County area. Anyone who is interested in 
learning more about how horses can help us 
solve problems and overcome obstacles is 
encouraged to attend. EAP/EAL can offer a 
direct path to success in areas such as 
anxiety, depression, insomnia, PTSD, social 
skills deficiency, authentic leadership, team 
building skills, improved self confidence, 
substance abuse recovery, at risk youth, 
stress/anger management, bereavement, 
and more.  Did you ever think that the 
missing link to solving some of life’s complex 
problems just might be…a Horse!? 

 

4-H Clubs invited to see 
America’s colonial capital 

July 30, 2011 
Please join us for a revolutionary adventure in 
America’s colonial capital where the struggle 
for freedom began. Find out about the Rare 
Breeds that inhabit the Historic Area. Tour 
Great Hopes Plantation, a working farm, and 
participate in the daily chores. At the Powell 
House, an original building, learn about 
running a household, engage in colonial 
diversions and pastimes, and find out about 
education. Visit a palace built for a royal 
governor. March with the Fifes and Drums. 
Explore trade shops, where you can meet the 
printer or milliner. Take part in a criminal trial 
and hear heated political debate at R. 
Charlton’s Coffeehouse. 

Admission is just $5.50 per person! 

For more information, call 1-800-280-8039. 

www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/visit/groupsAndMeetin
gs/4HClubs.cfm  

 
 
 

HOLD THE DATE 
NJ Junior Breeder and 

Young Farmer Symposium 
 

Saturday – March 31, 2012 
Cook College Campus of 

Rutgers University 
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4-H and Tractor Supply  

 
Kick off the second year of the partnership 
with a new event that gives 4-H’ers a special 
opportunity for fundraising, recruiting, and 
publicity in their communities! TSC’s first-
ever National Pet Appreciation Week 
(P.A.W.) is a week-long pet celebration 
event which will be hosted in all TSC stores 
August 3rd -7th. The culminating event during 
P.A.W. is on Saturday, August 6th and will 
celebrate pets and 4-H with: 

• Fun, free activities and giveaways;  
• Pet adoptions;    
• Vaccinations;    
• Demonstrations; and a  
• $25 TSC gift card for the first 4-H 

club that signs up to host a pet 
watering station at each store!  

By signing up to host a watering station, 4-H 
club(s) are agreeing to help TSC provide 
water to any pets attending the event on 
August 6th (timeframe to host station to be 
agreed upon between club and store 
manager).In order to qualify for the gift 
card, clubs need to call the P.A.W. 
Hotline at 1-877-234-0623 and be the first 
sign up–only one card will be given out per 
store so sign up today!  

For questions or more information on how to 
sign up with a TSC store, check out the 
P.A.W. event flyer, contact Julie Conn at 
jconn@fourhcouncil.edu or 301.961.2819, or 
visit the 4-H promotion toolkit page at 
www.4-h.org/PAW.   

 

 

 

Open 4-H Sheep Show 
 

sponsored by Clever Clovers 4-H Club, 
at the Mercer County 4-H Fair 

July 30. 
 
At Howell Living History Farm in Historic 
Pleasant Valley of Hopewell Township. 
Check out the fair’s website at: 
mercer.njaes.rutgers.edu/4h/fair/index.html  
 
Questions? Call  Kris Byrnes at               
609-577-7673 or ckan@optonline.net 
 

 
 
 
 

The Jr. Breeder loan program 

a great program for young adults already 
participating in 4-H to acquire livestock via a 
low-interest livestock loan.  Contact the 4-H 
office for the forms and additional 
information. 

 
 
 
 

State Public Presentations  
 

State public Presentations were held June 
11 at Rutgers.   

 
Congratulations to Stacy Giordano for 
receiving a very good at the 4-H State 

Public Presentations! 
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2011 Warren County 4-H Horse Show 
June 5, 2011 

ENGLISH DIVISION 
 
 
Jr. English Grooming & Showmanship 
Champion - Pier Semanchik 
 
Jr. English Grooming & Showmanship 
Reserve Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Sr. English Grooming & Showmanship 
Champion - Julie Vence 
 
Sr. English Grooming & Showmanship 
Reserve Champion - Courtney Butrymowicz 
 
English Growing & Training Halter 
Champion - Megan Lay 
 
English Growing & Training Halter 
Reserve Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
English Halter Horse 
Champion - Rachel Danitz 
 
English Halter Horse 
Reserve Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Jr. Equitation on the Flat 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Equitation on the Flat 
Reserve Champion - Pier Semanchik 
 
Jr. Pleasure Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Pleasure Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Reserve Champion - Pier Semanchik 
 
Sr. Hunter Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Champion - Julie Vence 
 
Sr. Hunter Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Reserve Champion - Emily Thomas 
 
Sr. Pleasure Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Champion - Courtney Butrymowicz 
 

 
Sr. Pleasure Type Hunter Under Saddle 
Reserve Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Sr. Equitation on the Flat 
Champion - Emily Thomas 
 
Sr. Equitation on the Flat 
Reserve Champion - Courtney Butrymowicz 
 
Cross Rails 
Champion - Courtney Butrymowicz 
 
Cross Rails 
Reserve Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Hunter Hack Horse 
Champion - Emily Thomas 
 
Hunter Hack Horse 
Reserve Champion - Julie Vence 
 
Sr. Equitation Over Fences 
Champion - Emily Thomas 
 
Handy Working Hunter Horse 
Champion - Emily Thomas 
 
VSE English & Western Halter 
Champion - Madeline Crisp 
 
VSE English & Western Halter 
Reserve Champion - Megan Lay 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
2011 Warren County 4-H Horse Show 

June 5, 2011 
WESTERN DIVISION 

 
 
Jr. Western Grooming & Showmanship 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Western Grooming & Showmanship 
Reserve Champion - Gracie Klimas 
 
Sr. Western Grooming & Showmanship 
Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Sr. Western Grooming & Showmanship 
Reserve Champion - Naomi Cronce 
 
Growing & Training Western Halter Mares 
Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Growing & Training Western Halter Mares 
Reserve Champion - Madeline Crisp 
 
Western Halter Mares 
Champion - Pier Semanchik 
 
Western Halter Mares 
Reserve Champion - Gracie Klimas 
 
Western Halter Geldings 
Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Western Halter Geldings 
Reserve Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
2011 Warren County 4-H Horse Show 
Jr. Western Trail 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Western Trail 
Reserve Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Jr. Western Pleasure Horse 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Western Pleasure Horse 
Reserve Champion - Pier Semanchik 
 
 

 
 
Sr. Western Pleasure Horse 
Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
 
Jr. Western Horsemanship 
Champion - Ryleigh Semanchik 
 
Jr. Western Horsemanship 
Reserve Champion - Megan Lay 
 
Sr. Western Horsemanship 
Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Walk-Jog-Horsemanship 
Champion - Madeline Crisp 
 
Pole Bending Horse 
Champion - Craig Cronce 
 
Pole Bending Horse 
Reserve Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Clover Leaf Barrel Race Horse 
Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Clover Leaf Barrel Race Horse 
Reserve Champion - Naomi Cronce 
Bow-Tie Race Horse 
Champion - Naomi Cronce 
 
Bow-Tie Race Horse 
Reserve Champion - Nicole DeHerde 
 
Keyhole Horse 
Champion - Naomi Cronce 
 
Keyhole Horse 
Reserve Champion - Craig Cronce 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Club reports can be emailed to 4-H@co.warren.nj.us and reports can also be faxed to the County 4-H 
Office at (908) 475-6514.   Need 4-H Club Meeting Report forms?  Contact the County 4-H Office and  
forms will be sent. 

 
 

Stablemates 
May, 2011 – The Stablemates May meeting was held on Sunday May 15th at Devin Meshach’s boarding 

barn. After working on their project books, the member’s discussed upcoming events such as horse camp and 

the WCFF. They also went over the details for upcoming horse show’s and their road side cleanup.  
 
           Submitted by: 
           Rachel Danitz 
 

June, 2011 – The Stablemates June meeting was held on Sunday 12th at Andy, Elizabeth and Jody Pryslak’s 

house. The member’s learned the new Horse Camp rules and discussed what to bring to camp. They then 

began planning their Fair board around this year’s fair theme: respect. Everyone was put into groups and 

assigned separate things to work on. So how did the Stablemates decide to put the theme “respect” into their 

fair board? Can’t tell, it’s a secret. 

 

           Submitted by: 
           Rachel Danitz 

 
Green Mean Growing Machines 
June, 2011 - Our members met to build a garden fence and put in our plants for our Organic Community 

Service Garden. The produce will be donated to the NORWESCAP food bank in Phillipsburg. This garden is 

possible through generous donations and efforts of many groups:  

Our Green Mean Growing Machines members who enthusiastically voted for this project and couldn’t wait 

to get digging, their parents who supported them and put in some sweat as well, for Annie’s Inc. 

http://www.annies.com/grants, for a grant to fund the supplies, and for Mr. and Mrs. Curtis of “The Perfect 

Christmas Tree Farm”: http://www.perfectchristmastree.com/ for giving our garden an actual home on their 

land, for their labor and great gardening advice. 

We were visited by Carmen Pirotte of Earthworms Plus: www.earthwormsplus.com where we got our worm 

castings (worm poop) to enrich our organic garden naturally. Carmen brought us a field trip in a box and 

showed the kids the different stages and different types of worms! Worms are an important part of a healthy, 

organic garden.  
 

           Submitted by: 
           Lisa Zittis 
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